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RCW 70.87.010  Definitions.  
For the purposes of this chapter, except where a different interpretation is required by the 
context: 
(1) "Owner" means any person having title to or control of a conveyance, as guardian, trustee, 
lessee, or otherwise; 
(2) "Conveyance" means an elevator, escalator, dumbwaiter, belt manlift, automobile parking 
elevator, moving walk, and other elevating devices, as defined in this section; 
(3) "Existing installations" means all conveyances for which plans were completed and accepted 
by the owner, or for which the plans and specifications have been filed with and approved by the 
department before June 13, 1963, and work on the erection of which was begun not more than 
twelve months thereafter; 
(4) "Elevator" means a hoisting or lowering machine equipped with a car or platform that moves 
in guides and serves two or more floors or landings of a building or structure; 
(a) "Passenger elevator" means an elevator (i) on which passengers are permitted to ride and (ii) 
that may be used to carry freight or materials when the load carried does not exceed the capacity 
of the elevator; 
(b) "Freight elevator" means an elevator (i) used primarily for carrying freight and (ii) on which 
only the operator, the persons necessary for loading and unloading, and other employees 
approved by the department are permitted to ride; 
(c) "Sidewalk elevator" means a freight elevator that:  (i) Operates between a sidewalk or other 
area outside the building and floor levels inside the building below the outside area, (ii) has no 
landing opening into the building at its upper limit of travel, and (iii) is not used to carry 
automobiles; 
(d) "Hand elevator" means an elevator utilizing manual energy to move the car; 
(e) "Inclined elevator" means an elevator that travels at an angle of inclination of seventy degrees 
or less from the horizontal; 
(f) "Multideck elevator" means an elevator having two or more compartments located one 
immediately above the other; 
(g) "Observation elevator" means an elevator designed to permit exterior viewing by passengers 
while the car is traveling; 
(h) "Power elevator" means an elevator utilizing energy other than gravitational or manual to 
move the car; 
(i) "Electric elevator" means an elevator where the energy is applied by means of an electric 
driving machine; 
(j) "Hydraulic elevator" means an elevator where the energy is applied by means of a liquid 
under pressure in a cylinder equipped with a plunger or piston; 
(k) "Direct-plunger hydraulic elevator" means a hydraulic elevator having a plunger or cylinder 
directly attached to the car frame or platform; 
(l) "Electro-hydraulic elevator" means a direct-plunger elevator where liquid is pumped under 
pressure directly into the cylinder by a pump driven by an electric motor; 
(m) "Maintained-pressure hydraulic elevator" means a direct-plunger elevator where liquid under 
pressure is available at all times for transfer into the cylinder; 
(n) "Roped hydraulic elevator" means a hydraulic elevator having its plunger or piston connected 
to the car with wire ropes or indirectly coupled to the car by means of wire ropes and sheaves; 
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(o) "Rack and pinion elevator" means a power elevator, with or without a counterweight, that is 
supported, raised, and lowered by a motor or motors that drive a pinion or pinions on a stationary 
rack mounted in the hoistway; 
(p) "Screw column elevator" means a power elevator having an uncounterweighted car that is 
supported, raised, and lowered by means of a screw thread; 
(q) "Rooftop elevator" means a power passenger or freight elevator that operates between a 
landing at roof level and one landing below and opens onto the exterior roof level of a building 
through a horizontal opening; 
(r) "Special purpose personnel elevator" means an elevator that is limited in size, capacity, and 
speed, and permanently installed in structures such as grain elevators, radio antenna, bridge 
towers, underground facilities, dams, power plants, and similar structures to provide vertical 
transportation of authorized personnel and their tools and equipment only; 
(s) "Workmen's construction elevator" means an elevator that is not part of the permanent 
structure of a building and is used to raise and lower workers and other persons connected with, 
or related to, the building project; 
(t) "Boat launching elevator" means an elevator, as defined by subsections (2) and (4) of this 
section, that serves a boat launching structure and a beach or water surface and is used for the 
carrying or handling of boats in which people ride; 
(u) "Limited-use/limited-application elevator" means a power passenger elevator where the use 
and application is limited by size, capacity, speed, and rise, intended principally to provide 
vertical transportation for people with physical disabilities; 
(5) "Escalator" means a power-driven, inclined, continuous stairway used for raising and 
lowering passengers; 
(6) "Dumbwaiter" means a hoisting and lowering mechanism equipped with a car (a) that moves 
in guides in a substantially vertical direction, (b) the floor area of which does not exceed nine 
square feet, (c) the inside height of which does not exceed four feet, (d) the capacity of which 
does not exceed five hundred pounds, and (e) that is used exclusively for carrying materials; 
(7) "Automobile parking elevator" means an elevator:  (a) Located in either a stationary or 
horizontally moving hoistway; (b) used exclusively for parking automobiles where, during the 
parking process, each automobile is moved either under its own power or by means of a power-
driven transfer device onto and off the elevator directly into parking spaces or cubicles in line 
with the elevator; and (c) in which no persons are normally stationed on any level except the 
receiving level; 
(8) "Moving walk" means a passenger carrying device (a) on which passengers stand or walk and 
(b) on which the passenger carrying surface remains parallel to its direction of motion; 
(9) "Belt manlift" means a power driven endless belt provided with steps or platforms and a hand 
hold for the transportation of personnel from floor to floor; 
(10) "Department" means the department of labor and industries; 
(11) "Director" means the director of the department or his or her representative; 
(12) "Inspector" means an elevator inspector of the department or an elevator inspector of a 
municipality having in effect an elevator ordinance pursuant to RCW 70.87.200; 
(13) "Permit" means a permit issued by the department to construct, install, or operate a 
conveyance; 
(14) "Person" means this state, a political subdivision, any public or private corporation, any 
firm, or any other entity as well as an individual; 
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(15) "One-man capacity manlift" means a single passenger, hand-powered counterweighted 
device, or electric-powered device, that travels vertically in guides and serves two or more 
landings; 
(16) "Private residence conveyance" means a conveyance installed in or on the premises of a 
single-family dwelling and operated for transporting persons or property from one elevation to 
another; 
(17) "Material hoist" means a hoist that is not a part of a permanent structure used to raise or 
lower materials during construction, alteration, or demolition.  It is not applicable to the 
temporary use of permanently installed personnel elevators as material hoist[s]; 
(18) "Material lift" means a lift that (a) is permanently installed, (b) is comprised of a car or 
platform that moves in guides, (c) serves two or more floors or landings, (d) travels in a vertical 
or inclined position, (e) is an isolated, self-contained lift, (f) is not part of a conveying system, 
and (g) is installed in a commercial or industrial area not accessible to the general public or 
intended to be operated by the general public; 
(19) "Casket lift" means a lift that (a) is installed at a mortuary, (b) is designed exclusively for 
carrying of caskets, (c) moves in guides in a basically vertical direction, and (d) serves two or 
more floors or landings; 
(20) "Wheelchair lift" means a lift that travels in a vertical or inclined direction and is designed 
for use by physically handicapped persons; 
(21) "Stairway chair lift" means a lift that travels in a basically inclined direction and is designed 
for use by physically handicapped persons; 
(22) "Personnel hoist" means a hoist that is not a part of a permanent structure, is installed inside 
or outside buildings during construction, alteration, or demolition, and used to raise or lower 
workers and other persons connected with, or related to, the building project.  The hoist may also 
be used for transportation of materials.  [1998 c 137 § 1; 1997 c 216 § 1; 1983 c 123 § 1; 1973 
1st ex.s. c 52 § 9; 1969 ex.s. c 108 § 1; 1963 c 26 § 1.] 
 
NOTES: 
 
 Effective date-1973 1st ex.s. c 52:  See note following RCW 43.22.010. 
  
RCW 70.87.020  Conveyances to be safe and in conformity with law.   
The purpose of this chapter is to provide for the safe mechanical and electrical operation, 
erection, installation, alteration, inspection, and repair of conveyances, and all such operation, 
erection, installation, alteration, inspection, and repair subject to the provisions of this chapter 
shall be reasonably safe to persons and property and in conformity with the provisions of this 
chapter and the applicable statutes of the state of Washington, and all orders, rules, and 
regulations of the department.  In any suit for damages allegedly caused by a failure or 
malfunction of the conveyance, conformity with the rules of the department is prima facie 
evidence that the operation, erection, installation, alteration, inspection, and repair of the 
conveyance is reasonably safe to persons and property.  [1983 c 123 § 2; 1963 c 26 § 2.] 
  
RCW 70.87.030  Rules.   
The department shall adopt rules governing the mechanical and electrical operation, erection, 
installation, alterations, inspection, acceptance tests, and repair of conveyances that are necessary 
and appropriate and shall also adopt minimum standards governing existing installations.  In the 
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execution of this rule-making power and before the adoption of rules, the department shall 
consider the rules for the safe mechanical operation, erection, installation, alteration, inspection, 
and repair of conveyances, including the American National Standards Institute Safety Code for 
Personnel and Material Hoists, the American Society of Mechanical Engineers Safety Code for 
Elevators, Dumbwaiters, and Escalators, and any amendatory or supplemental provisions thereto.  
The department by rule shall establish a schedule of fees to pay the costs incurred by the 
department for the work related to administration and enforcement of this chapter.  Nothing in 
this chapter limits the authority of the department to prescribe or enforce general or special 
safety orders as provided by law.  [1998 c 137 § 2; 1994 c 164 § 28; 1983 c 123 § 3; 1973 1st 
ex.s. c 52 § 10; 1971 c 66 § 1; 1970 ex.s. c 22 § 1; 1963 c 26 § 3.] 
 
NOTES: 
 
 Effective date-1973 1st ex.s. c 52:  See note following RCW 43.22.010. 
 
RCW 70.87.034  Additional powers of department.   
The department also has the following powers: 
(1) The department may adopt any rules necessary or helpful for the department to implement 
and enforce this chapter. 
(2) The director may issue subpoenas for the production of persons, papers, or information in all 
proceedings and investigations within the scope of this chapter.  If a person refuses to obey a 
subpoena, the director, through the attorney general, may ask the superior court to order the 
person to obey the subpoena. 
(3) The director may take the oral or written testimony of any person.  The director has the 
power to administer oaths. 
(4) The director may make specific decisions, cease and desist orders, other orders, and rulings, 
including demands and findings.  [1983 c 123 § 19.] 
  
RCW 70.87.036  Powers of attorney general.   
On request of the department, the attorney general may: 
(1) File suit to collect a penalty assessed by the department; 
(2) Seek a civil injunction, show cause order, or contempt order against the person who 
repeatedly violates a provision of this chapter; 
(3) Seek an ex parte inspection warrant if the person refuses to allow the department to inspect a 
conveyance; 
(4) File suit asking the court to enforce a cease and desist order or a subpoena issued by the 
director under this chapter; and 
(5) Take any other legal action appropriate and necessary for the enforcement of the provisions 
of this chapter. 
 
All suits shall be brought in the district or superior court of the district or county in which the 
defendant resides or transacts business.  In any suit or other legal action, the department may ask 
the court to award costs and attorney's fees.  If the department prevails, the court shall award the 
appropriate costs and attorney's fees.  [1983 c 123 § 20.] 
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RCW 70.87.040  Privately and publicly owned conveyances are subject to chapter.   
All privately owned and publicly owned conveyances are subject to the provisions of this chapter 
except as specifically excluded by this chapter.  [1983 c 123 § 4; 1963 c 26 § 4.] 
  
RCW 70.87.050  Conveyances in buildings occupied by state, county or political 
subdivision.   
The operation, erection, installation, alteration, inspection, and repair of any conveyance located 
in, or used in connection with, any building owned by the state, a county, or a political 
subdivision, other than those located within and owned by a city having an elevator code, shall 
be under the jurisdiction of the department.  [1983 c 123 § 5; 1969 ex.s. c 108 § 2; 1963 c 26 § 
5.] 
  
RCW 70.87.060  Responsibility for operation and maintenance of equipment and for 
periodic tests.   
(1) The person installing, relocating, or altering a conveyance is responsible for its operation and 
maintenance until the department has issued an operating permit for the conveyance, except 
during the period when a limited operating permit in accordance with RCW 70.87.090(2) is in 
effect, and is also responsible for all tests of a new, relocated, or altered conveyance until the 
department has issued an operating permit for the conveyance. 
(2) The owner or his or her duly appointed agent shall be responsible for the safe operation and 
proper maintenance of the conveyance after the department has issued the operating permit and 
also during the period of effectiveness of any limited operating permit in accordance with RCW 
70.87.090(2).  The owner shall be responsible for all periodic tests required by the department.  
[1983 c 123 § 6; 1963 c 26 § 6.] 
  
RCW 70.87.070  Serial numbers.  
All new and existing conveyances shall have a serial number painted on or attached as directed 
by the department.  This serial number shall be assigned by the department and shown on all 
required permits.  [1983 c 123 § 7; 1963 c 26 § 7.] 
  
RCW 70.87.080  Installation permits-When required-Application for-Posting.  
(1) An installation permit shall be obtained from the department before erecting, installing, 
relocating, or altering a conveyance. 
(2) The installer of the conveyance shall submit an application for the permit in duplicate, in a 
form that the department may prescribe. 
(3) The permit issued by the department shall be kept posted conspicuously at the site of 
installation. 
(4) No permit is required for repairs and replacement normally necessary for maintenance and 
made with parts of equivalent materials, strength, and design.  [1983 c 123 § 8; 1963 c 26 § 8.] 
  
RCW 70.87.090  Operating permits-Limited permits-Duration-Posting.   
(1) An operating permit is required for each conveyance operated in the state of Washington 
except during its erection by the person or firm responsible for its installation.  A permit issued 
by the department shall be kept conspicuously posted near the conveyance. 
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(2) The department may permit the temporary use of a conveyance during its installation or 
alteration, under the authority of a limited permit issued by the department for each class of 
service.  Limited permits shall be issued for a period not to exceed thirty days and may be 
renewed at the discretion of the department.  This limited-use permit is to provide transportation 
for construction personnel, tools, and materials only.  Where a limited permit is issued, a notice 
bearing the information that the equipment has not been finally approved shall be conspicuously 
posted.  [1998 c 137 § 3; 1983 c 123 § 9; 1963 c 26 § 9.] 
  
RCW 70.87.100  Acceptance tests.   
(1) The person or firm installing, relocating, or altering a conveyance shall notify the department 
in writing, at least seven days before completion of the work, and shall subject the new, moved, 
or altered portions of the conveyance to the acceptance tests. 
(2) All new, altered, or relocated conveyances for which a permit has been issued, shall be 
inspected for compliance with the requirements of this chapter by an authorized representative of 
the department.  The authorized representative shall also witness the test specified.  [1983 c 123 
§ 11; 1963 c 26 § 10.] 
  
RCW 70.87.110  Exceptions authorized.   
The requirements of this chapter are intended to apply to all conveyances except as modified or 
waived by the department.  They are intended to be modified or waived whenever any 
requirements are shown to be impracticable, such as involving expense not justified by the 
protection secured.  However, the department shall not allow the modification or waiver unless 
equivalent or safer construction is secured in other ways.  An exception applies only to the 
installation covered by the application for waiver.  [1983 c 123 § 12; 1963 c 26 § 11.] 
  
RCW 70.87.120  Inspectors-Inspections and reinspections-Suspension or revocation of 
permit-Order to discontinue use-Penalties-Investigation by department.  
(1) The department shall appoint and employ inspectors, as may be necessary to carry out the 
provisions of this chapter, under the provisions of the rules adopted by the Washington personnel 
resources board in accordance with chapter 41.06 RCW. 
(2)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, the department shall cause all conveyances to 
be inspected and tested at least once each year.  Inspectors have the right during reasonable hours 
to enter into and upon any building or premises in the discharge of their official duties, for the 
purpose of making any inspection or testing any conveyance contained thereon or therein.  
Inspections and tests shall conform with the rules adopted by the department.  The department 
shall inspect all installations before it issues any initial permit for operation.  Permits shall not be 
issued until the fees required by this chapter have been paid. 
(b)(i) Private residence conveyances operated exclusively for single-family use shall be 
inspected and tested only when required under RCW 70.87.100 or as necessary for the purposes 
of subsection (4) of this section and shall be exempt from RCW 70.87.090 unless an annual 
inspection and operating permit are requested by the owner. 
(ii) The department may perform additional inspections of a private residence conveyance at the 
request of the owner of the conveyance.  Fees for these inspections shall be in accordance with 
the schedule of fees adopted for operating permits pursuant to RCW 70.87.030.  An inspection 
requested under this subsection (2)(b)(ii) shall not be performed until the required fees have been 
paid. 
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(3) If inspection shows a conveyance to be in an unsafe condition, the department shall issue an 
inspection report in writing requiring the repairs or alterations to be made to the conveyance that 
are necessary to render it safe and may also suspend or revoke a permit pursuant to RCW 
70.87.125 or order the operation of a conveyance discontinued pursuant to RCW 70.87.145. 
(a) A penalty may be assessed under RCW 70.87.185 for failure to correct a violation within 
ninety days after the owner is notified in writing of inspection results. 
(b) The owner may be assessed a penalty under RCW 70.87.185 for failure to submit official 
notification in writing to the department that all corrections have been completed. 
(4) The department may investigate accidents and alleged or apparent violations of this chapter.  
[1998 c 137 § 4; 1997 c 216 § 2; 1993 c 281 § 61; 1983 c 123 § 13; 1970 ex.s. c 22 § 2; 1963 c 
26 § 12.] 
 
NOTES: 
 
 Effective date-1993 c 281:  See note following RCW 41.06.022. 
  
RCW 70.87.125  Suspension or revocation of permit-Grounds-Notice-Stay of suspension or 
revocation-Removal of suspension or reinstatement of permit.   
(1) The department may suspend or revoke a permit if: 
(a) The permit was obtained through fraud or by error if, in the absence of error, the department 
would not have issued the permit; 
(b) The conveyance for which the permit was issued has not been constructed, installed, 
maintained, or repaired in accordance with the requirements of this chapter; or 
(c) The conveyance has become unsafe. 
(2) The department shall notify in writing the owner or person installing the conveyance, of its 
action and the reason for the action.  The department shall send the notice by certified mail to the 
last known address of the owner or person.  The notice shall inform the owner or person that a 
hearing may be requested pursuant to RCW 70.87.170. 
(3) If the department has suspended or revoked a permit because of fraud or error, and a hearing 
is requested, the suspension or revocation shall be stayed until the hearing is concluded and a 
decision is issued. 
 
If the department has revoked or suspended a permit because the conveyance is unsafe or is not 
constructed, installed, maintained, or repaired in accordance with this chapter, the suspension or 
revocation is effective immediately and shall not be stayed by a request for a hearing. 
 
(4) The department shall remove a suspension or reinstate a revoked permit if a conveyance is 
repaired or modified to bring it into compliance with this chapter.  [1983 c 123 § 10.] 
  
RCW 70.87.140  Operation without permit enjoinable.   
Whenever any conveyance is being operated without a permit required by this chapter, the 
attorney general or the prosecuting attorney of the county may apply to the superior court of the 
county in which the conveyance is located for a temporary restraining order or a temporary or 
permanent injunction restraining the operation of the conveyance until the department issues a 
permit for the conveyance.  No bond may be required from the department in such proceedings.  
[1983 c 123 § 14; 1963 c 26 § 14.] 
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RCW 70.87.145  Order to discontinue operation-Notice-Conditions-Contents of order-
Recision of order-Violation-Penalty.   
(1) An authorized representative of the department may order the owner or person operating a 
conveyance to discontinue the operation of a conveyance, and may place a notice that states that 
the conveyance may not be operated on a conspicuous place in the conveyance, if the 
conveyance: 
(a) Has not been constructed, installed, maintained, or repaired in accordance with the 
requirements of this chapter; or 
(b) Has otherwise become unsafe. 
The order is effective immediately, and shall not be stayed by a request for a hearing. 
(2) The department shall prescribe a form for the order to discontinue operation.  The order shall 
specify why the conveyance violates this chapter or is otherwise unsafe, and shall inform the 
owner or operator that he or she may request a hearing pursuant to RCW 70.87.170.  A request 
for a hearing does not stay the effect of the order. 
(3) The department shall rescind the order to discontinue operation if the conveyance is fixed or 
modified to bring it into compliance with this chapter. 
(4) An owner or a person that knowingly operates or allows the operation of a conveyance in 
contravention of an order to discontinue operation, or removes a notice not to operate, is: 
(a) Guilty of a misdemeanor; and 
(b) Subject to a civil penalty under RCW 70.87.185.  [1983 c 123 § 15.] 
  
RCW 70.87.170  Review of department action in accordance with administrative procedure 
act.   
(1) Any person aggrieved by an order or action of the department denying, suspending, revoking, 
or refusing to renew a permit; assessing a penalty for a violation of this chapter; or ordering the 
operation of a conveyance to be discontinued, may request a hearing within fifteen days after 
notice the department's order or action is received.  The date the hearing was requested shall be 
the date the request for hearing was postmarked.  The party requesting the hearing must 
accompany the request with a certified or cashier's check for two hundred dollars payable to the 
department.  The department shall refund the two hundred dollars if the party requesting the 
hearing prevails at the hearing; otherwise, the department shall retain the two hundred dollars. 
 
If the department does not receive a timely request for hearing, the department's order or action 
is final and may not be appealed. 
 
(2) If the aggrieved party requests a hearing, the department shall ask an administrative law 
judge to preside over the hearing.  The hearing shall be conducted in accordance with chapter 
34.05 RCW.  [1983 c 123 § 16; 1963 c 26 § 17.] 
  
RCW 70.87.180  Violations.  
 The construction, installation, relocation, alteration, or operation of a conveyance without a 
permit by any person owning or having the custody, management, or operation thereof, except as 
provided in RCW 70.87.080 and 70.87.090, is a misdemeanor.  Each day of violation is a 
separate offense.  No prosecution may be maintained where the issuance or renewal of a permit 
has been requested but upon which no action has been taken by the department.  [1983 c 123 § 
17; 1963 c 26 § 18.] 
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RCW 70.87.185  Penalty for violation of chapter-Rules-Notice.   
(1) The department may assess a penalty against a person violating a provision of this chapter.  
The penalty shall be not more than five hundred dollars.  Each day that the violation continues is 
a separate violation and is subject to a separate penalty. 
(2) The department may not assess a penalty until it adopts rules describing the method it will 
use to calculate penalties for various violations. 
(3) The department shall notify the violator of its action, and the reasons for its action, in writing.  
The department shall send the notice by certified mail to the violator's last known address.  The 
notice shall inform the violator that a hearing may be requested under RCW 70.87.170.  The 
hearing shall not stay the effect of the penalty.  [1983 c 123 § 18.] 
  
RCW 70.87.190  Accidents-Report and investigation-Cessation of use-Removal of damaged 
parts.   
The owner or the owner's duly authorized agent shall promptly notify the department of each 
accident to a person requiring the service of a physician or resulting in a disability exceeding one 
day, and shall afford the department every facility for investigating and inspecting the accident.  
The department shall without delay, after being notified, make an inspection and shall place on 
file a full and complete report of the accident.  The report shall give in detail all material facts 
and information available and the cause or causes, so far as they can be determined.  The report 
shall be open to public inspection at all reasonable hours.  When an accident involves the failure 
or destruction of any part of the construction or the operating mechanism of a conveyance, the 
use of the conveyance is forbidden until it has been made safe; it has been reinspected and any 
repairs, changes, or alterations have been approved by the department; and a permit has been 
issued by the department.  The removal of any part of the damaged construction or operating 
mechanism from the premises is forbidden until the department grants permission to do so.  
[1983 c 123 § 21; 1963 c 26 § 19.] 
  
RCW 70.87.200  Exemptions.  
(1) The provisions of this chapter do not apply where: 
(a) A conveyance is permanently removed from service or made effectively inoperative; or 
(b) Lifts, man hoists, or material hoists are erected temporarily for use during construction work 
only and are of such a design that they must be operated by a workman stationed at the hoisting 
machine. 
(2) Except as limited by RCW 70.87.050, municipalities having in effect an elevator code prior 
to June 13, 1963 may continue to assume jurisdiction over the operation, erection, installation, 
alteration, or repair of elevators, escalators, dumbwaiters, moving walks, manlifts, and parking 
elevators and may inspect, issue permits, collect fees, and prescribe minimum requirements for 
the construction, design, use, and maintenance of conveyances if the requirements are equal to 
the requirements of this chapter and to all rules pertaining to conveyances adopted and 
administered by the department.  Upon the failure of a municipality having jurisdiction over 
conveyances to carry out the provisions of this chapter with regard to a conveyance, the 
department may assume jurisdiction over the conveyance.  If a municipality elects not to 
maintain jurisdiction over certain conveyances located therein, it may enter into a written 
agreement with the department transferring exclusive jurisdiction of the conveyances to the 
department.  The city may not reassume jurisdiction after it enters into such an agreement with 
the department.  [1983 c 123 § 22; 1969 ex.s. c 108 § 4; 1963 c 26 § 20.] 
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RCW 70.87.205  Resolution of disputes by arbitration-Appointment of arbitrators-
Procedure-Decision-Enforcement.  
(1) Disputes arising under RCW 70.87.200(2) shall be resolved by arbitration.  The request shall 
be sent by certified mail. 
(2) The department shall appoint one arbitrator; the municipality shall appoint one arbitrator; and 
the arbitrators chosen by the department and the municipality shall appoint the third arbitrator.  If 
the two arbitrators cannot agree on the third arbitrator, the presiding judge of the Thurston 
county superior court, or his or her designee, shall appoint the third arbitrator. 
(3) The arbitration shall be held pursuant to the procedures in chapter 7.04 RCW, except that 
RCW 7.04.220 shall not apply.  The decision of the arbitrators is final and binding on the parties.  
Neither party may appeal a decision to any court. 
(4) A party may petition the Thurston county superior court to enforce a decision of the 
arbitrators.  [1983 c 123 § 23.] 
 
RCW 70.87.210  Disposition of revenue.   
All moneys received or collected under the terms of this chapter shall be deposited in the general 
fund.  [1963 c 26 § 21.] 
 
RCW 70.87.900  Severability.   
If any provision of this chapter or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, 
the remainder of the chapter, or the application of the provision to other persons or 
circumstances, is not affected.  [1983 c 123 § 24; 1963 c 26 § 22.] 


